99% of pupils receive a preferred primary school place on National Offer Day

99.18% of children were offered a place on National Offer Day at one of their three preferred
primary schools and 95.78% were offered a place at their first preference school.

Suffolk County Council received 7,056 applications from parents and carers indicating which primary
school they would prefer their child to join in September 2023.

Families who applied online can log on to the Admissions Portal from today to see the school their
child has been offered. They will also receive an email to confirm this offer.

Historic half a billion-pound devolution deal hands Suffolk regeneration and
skills powers to level up.

Suffolk will be devolved power over their Adult Education budget, so they can shape provisionin a
way that best suits the needs of the local community and will receive immediate support to build
new affordable homes on brownfield sites, as well as more capital funding to improve energy
efficiency in houses.

The deal will also see Suffolk County Council handed control over a £480 million investment fund —
this will be guaranteed for the next thirty years. This will enable the county to drive growth and plan
for the long-term with certainty as it looks to level up and unlock its full economic potential.

Suffolk will also get a directly elected leader of the council. This not only provides a single person

who is accountable to the people of Suffolk but gives the county a local champion who can attract
investment and be a stronger voice in discussions with central government.

Record number of residents help shape county council budget

Each year, councils everywhere engage with their residents about how much money they plan to
spend on public services, in order to set their annual budget. Suffolk County Council was no different
with a budget that funds services from gritting roads during the winter, to providing Family Hubs and
keeping the most vulnerable people safe and well. The budget for Suffolk County Council services in
2022/23 is £625 million.

Between early October and the start of December, the county council collected a total of 2,617
responses. From this feedback which was made up of a wide range of individuals, it saw that social
care for both adults and children were the two top areas where people feel the council should be
spending more, with mental health services the next most important area. Just behind these areas,
residents want more to be spent on the county’s roads and pavements and local bus services.

Chris Chambers - County Councillor for the Gipping Valley Division
Mob : 07595310290  E-mail : chris.chambers@suffolk.gov.uk



Council to protect frontline services and increase funding in budget

Adult care services and children’s services received £47m more funding as part of Suffolk County
Council’s £685m budget that was passed by Council in Febriary.

Despite an incredibly challenging economic climate, the council was able to produce a balanced
budget. This will protect the services that people rely on the most and continue to care for the most
vulnerable, which accounts for 75% of the whole budget.

Adult care services will have £34m more in their budget, and children’s services will have a further
£13m. This will help with the extra expense needed to meet the huge increase in demands for
services, as well as higher costs due to inflation.

Some of the service areas where people also said they wanted to see more money spent, will receive
additional funding:

e £700,000 for SEND services to support new recruitment, which is on top of the £1.1m
invested this year

e £500,000 for Highways: to use environmentally friendly weed treatments, and stop using
glyphosate which can damage wildlife

e £110,000 for tree management: to support the ‘right tree right place’ policy, having an
appropriate inspection regime and supporting the resulting tree management requirements.

e £45,000 for Citizens Advice: to support work during cost of living challenges

Simple scheme to buy solar panels returned for Suffolk residents

Solar Together Suffolk, a scheme which has helped over 1,500 homes to install solar panels and
batteries, opened for new registrations on 22 August 2022.

The scheme helps homeowners feel confident that they are paying the right price for a high-quality
installation from pre-approved installers, whilst increasing their independence from the grid and
reducing their carbon emissions.

Solar Together Suffolk is supported by Suffolk County Council and all local borough and district
councils.

From 22 August 2022, Suffolk residents could register for free with the group-buying scheme, with
no obligation to go ahead with an installation: www.solartogether.co.uk/suffolk.

It is open to anyone interested in:

e installing new solar panels (with the option for battery storage and EV charge points)
e adding battery storage to an existing solar panel array

The innovative scheme builds on four years of the highly successful Solar Together programme run
across the UK. To date, Solar Together Suffolk has:

e installed 17,900 solar panels at over 1,500 Suffolk households
e retrofitted over 200 batteries
e avoided carbon emissions totalling 28,730 tonnes of CO2 across the county

Chris Chambers - County Councillor for the Gipping Valley Division
Mob : 07595310290  E-mail : chris.chambers@suffolk.gov.uk


https://solartogether.co.uk/suffolk/home

Next round of new SEND places agreed by Cabinet

On October 11* the Council’s Cabinet agreed a new wave of funding to continue its programme to
provide places for children and young people with SEND.

The £3million agreement marks the start of Phase 3 of the Capital Programme to create three
additional specialist units providing 42 additional places for students with special educational needs
and disabilities. This follows Phase 1 of the programme which created 825 news places across
Suffolk and Phase 2, which was signed off in June 2022, and will create up to 73 new places.

So far, £45million has been allocated by Suffolk County Council to deliver the new places for Phase 1
and Phase 2 - £15million of which has been provided by the Department for Education.

In addition, Cabinet also agreed to support the Department for Education’s High Needs Provision
Capital Funding (HNPCF) for 2023/24 of £7million to be spent on the development of units attached
to mainstream schools to support students with social, emotional and mental health problems and
speech, language and communication needs. This will create up to 168 new spaces, and is an
addition to previous funding agreed from the Department for Education in 2022/23 for up to 78 new
places.
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